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Our
website gets
a facelift

Sunday
Market on
the Deuces

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Deuces is Live once
again! The historical 22nd
Street South corridor,
which featured the likes of
James Brown and Dizzie
Gillespie, is launching “Sunday Market on the Deuces.”
Deuces Live is one of
three Main Street programs
in St. Petersburg that bring
together neighborhoods,
residents and business
commerce. The group will
introduce a community
market starting this Sun.,
April 6.
The City of St. Petersburg is sponsoring the
launch of the market to help
support growing entrepreneurs, new businesses and
small businesses. Renovated locations on the
Deuces include businesses
such as an ice cream shop,
a consignment shop, restaurants, advantage training, a
barbershop, financial services and more.
“It is important for the
City of St. Petersburg to
promote and support bringing commerce back to this
area,” said Nikki GaskinCapehart, director of Urban
Affairs for the City of St. Petersburg. “The Sunday
Market on the Deuces will
bring a level of exposure for
small businesses on the
22nd Street corridor, enjoyable outing for the family
and provide goods and
services for reasonable
prices.”
The market will bring
See DEUCES, page 2

Duke's Alex Glenn (rear, white shirt) and Urban League's Watson Haynes (right, white shirt),
with Lakewood High School STREAM team. Photo: PCUL



BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributing Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
Alex Glenn has been president of Duke Energy’s
Florida utility operations
since December 2012. He
is responsible for advancing the company’s rate and
regulatory initiatives and
managing state and local
regulatory and governmental relations, economic
development and community affairs. His current position is his newest post of
increasing responsibility
since he joined the company in 1996, with prede-

cessors Progress Energy
and Florida Power.
A long-time community
activist, he serves on the
boards of the Florida
Chamber of Commerce,
Enterprise Florida and the
Tampa Bay Partnership.
He is also a member of the
Florida Council of 100, has
served on the board of the
Boys and Girls Club of the
Suncoast, and has sparked
a long–time relationship
with the Pinellas County
Urban League. Glenn and
his wife, Robin, have three
sons and live in St. Petersburg
Speaking exclusively to

The Weekly Challenger,
Glenn outlined his key
goals for the company’s
strong commitment to diversity in hiring and with
Duke’s contractors.
“We are very committed, not only to diversity
through our contractors
but throughout our entire
employee base. It makes us
better, with people of diverse skills and backgrounds. In just our
Delivery Operations group
that runs all our linemen,
bucket trucks – our ‘boots
on the ground’ — we have
key African American executives.
Included
are

Michael Lewis, senior vice
president, Florida; Melanie
Birmingham Byrd, midwest senior vice president
for Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky delivery operations;
and Lloyd Gates, executive
vice president for our six
regulated utilities groups.
On the highest leadership
level, a woman, Lynn
Good, is president and
CEO for all of Duke Energy.
“We also have a real
commitment to diversity
from whom we procure a
variety of goods and services. We’re very proud that
See DUKE, pages 5

Celebrating 20 years of the Easter Extravaganza
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Ever y
year
Phyllis
Brown holds her Easter
Extravaganza, but this
year’s event will be notable as it marks the 20th
anniversar y of her annual family gathering.
The celebration has
been growing through
the years and features
food, fun and games for
the kids and adults, and
families getting together
to have a good time. This
year’s edition of the
Easter celebration will

be at Lake Maggiore
Park at 1 p.m. this Sun.,
April 5.
“We have sack racing,
hula hoop contests, some
of the boys play football,
we have ladies come out
to make up faces and we
have an Easter Bunny to
come out,” Brown said,
along with the ever-popular Easter egg hunt, of
course.
The children are divided into age groups,
Brown explained, and
hunt around the park for
the approximately 600
hidden eggs.
“A lot of kids get re-

ally into it, and ever y
year they are excited
about the event,” she
stated.
A native of St. Pete,
Brown depends mostly
on her many family members to help out with the
Extravaganza. For the
cookout end of it, she
provides all the meat and
some of the items like
baked beans and macaroni and cheese, and her
family brings all other
side dishes and drinks
for the children. They
had been providing the
eggs as well, Brown said.
But since this year marks

Phyllis Brown
See EASTER, page 4

Today, The Weekly Challenger launches an all-new
look to our online space and
a brand new website for our
readers.
For 46 years, we have
been your source of news
for education, arts, business,
development, history and
more within the African
American community in the
St. Petersburg and the
Greater Tampa Bay area.
You, our community and
supporters, have become a
part of the living legacy. As
we move into our new space,
come along with us, browse
around, and spread the
word!
The new website features a sleek, contemporary
layout where you can access
your favorite articles, news,
developments and initiatives
and local events with ease!
Connect with The Weekly
Challenger editor, team and
writers as well as other community members even more
through our social links for
Facebook and Twitter. Get
the inside scoop on breaking news in the community
and beyond the bay by signing up for our email newsletter, or become an active
online subscriber by purchasing a one year online
subscription with full content updates, exclusive
event details, local business
connections, and breaking
news for just $1 — a 92% savings on the all-inclusive
price of $12 annually.
Interested in growing
your business and reaching
a deeper part of your target
market? We have you covered. We support the
growth of local businesses
and have crafted online advertising rates fitting to your
growing business.
We appreciate your support and trust that you’ll
continue to be that vibrant
component to our legacy.


                                                                       

FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY OPERATED, COMMUNITY M INDED
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
(727) 826-0967 • www.unclerichardsfurniture.com
STORE HOURS: Tuesday through Saturday from 10 - 8 p.m.
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Caregiving through Kinship
Services Network of Hillsborough,
Pinellas and Pasco

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community
engagement

Approximately 1.6 million are grandparents and an average of 896,000
other caregivers such as aunt, uncle, older siblings and godparent.
BY GAYLE INGRAHAM,
PROGRAM MANAGER

Just imagine, being a
few years away from retirement, enjoying the
benefits of life as a grandparent, aunt, uncle or godparent. As part of your
weekly routine you pick
the children up on Friday
night for bonding, watching movies, reading bed
time stories and return
them to their parents Sunday
afternoon.
One
evening as you prepare for
the upcoming week, returning phone calls and
planning time for work,
with friends or for hobbies, there is a knock on
the door. You open the
door, and to your surprise,
there stands several police
officers with your grandchildren, niece, nephew or
the neighbor’s children.
One of the officers
mentioned that if you do
not take all of the children
in your home at that moment, they will be placed
in foster care. This can
have tragic results such as
losing contact with the
children, the siblings becoming separated from
each other for months or
even years before their biological parents regain
custody. Instantly, the de-

cision is made to take the
children in, thus starting
your life of parenting for
the second time around.
Caregivers throughout
the United States have always cared for children
through formal and informal arrangements. Family caregiving roles have
been in existence for centuries.
According
to
aarp.org, there is an estimated 2.4 million caregivers in the United
States. Approximately 1.6
million are grandparents
and an average of 896,000
other caregivers such as
aunt, uncle, older siblings
and godparent. In addition, grandfacts.org mentioned that there is an
estimated 25 million people who have the responsibility of caring for a loved
one with little or no support or compensation.
When children initially
come into the care of a relative, most are not aware
of the vast amount of community resource services
and other supports that
are available to them. Kinship Services Network
(KSN) a program of The
Children’s Home provides
services in Hillsborough,
Pinellas and Pasco counties.

This
program
is
funded by the Juvenile
Welfare Board of Pinellas
County, The Children’s
Board of Hillsborough
County, United Way of
Suncoast, Eckerd Community Alternatives, Inc. and
The Children’s Bureau.
KSN offers in-home
supportive case management to help families navigate and link to the
services they need, such
as counseling, legal assistance, financial management, debt counseling and
public benefits, respite
care and emotional support.
KSN
also
offers
monthly support groups
and
family
activities
throughout the county for
both caregivers and the
children in their care.
Through educational sessions, hands on activities,
food and fun, support
groups provide the opportunity for caregiver to
meet other caregivers who
are in similar situations.
Kinship can connect
caregivers
to
much
needed programs and supports. For more information contact the referral
line at 1-888-920-8761 or on
the web at www.childrenshome.org.
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I am especially pleased to share the
comments of Rev. Dr. Katie Haynes,
who pastors a church in this community. Pastor Haynes is especially qualified as both a parent and a pastor who
encourages her congregation to be engaged in the education of children in
our community.
Rev. Dr. Haynes wrote:
In the world we are living in today,
it is very important that we as parents
get involved in our children’s school
and their lives. You may ask the question what can I do or what is family engagement?
Well I’m glad you asked. Family engagement is communicating and doing
things with your children’s teacher, or
school to support your children’s or
child learning success. Parents, family
members and other caregivers can be
engaged in the students’ education in
many ways.
Call the schools on a regular basis,
at least three times a week, its your
child’s education at stake. Be concerned!
I have raised three beautiful daughters who are all very successful college
graduates. To God is the Glory!! I was
engaged in there school making calls,
a lot of calls, stopping by, checking up
on them and talking to their teachers.
I also adopted a son who will be graduating next year (2015). I gave his teachers my personal cell phone number
and I have theirs. Keeping up with your
children’s academics and behavior is
important. So, yes, family involvement
is essential today, grandparents, uncles, aunts, everyone can play a role in
the child’s education.
Here are some ways you can get
involved at home:
• Talk to your child or children
about homework and offer to help
them understand and learn.
• Talk with your child about the importance of learning.
• Talk to your child about college

Sunday Market starts this weekend
From DEUCES, page 1

cultural
opportunities,
unique goods, fresh fruits
and vegetables, retail items
along with drawings and
prizes. It will also have
home-baked
goods,
seafood, flowers and plants,
arts & crafts, home goods
and entertainment.
The “Sunday Market on
the Deuces” will be located
on 22nd Street and 9th Avenue South, behind the former
Sidney
Harden
grocery store. Local music


  
 

  

 
   
    
 

phenomena, Slick Ali, featuring Sojourner and a
guest appearance by Mr.
Mizzim will make a “tour
stop” and provide exciting
entertainment. They’ll perform their smash hit
“Stomp Out Sin.” The City
of St. Petersburg is also
bringing its show mobile
along with a deejay and
TASCO.
The Deuces Live, “Sunday Market on the Deuce”
is produced by Deuces

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Irene Johnson-Pridgen

 

and careers.
•
Help
your
children
organize homework.
• Read all notes, announcements
and newsletters from your child’s
school
There are also some things you
can do to engage with the school:
• Attend parent orientation or back
to school night
• Visit the school resource center.
• Talk to the principal about your
child and about being involved at
school.
• Attend advisor y committee to
provide impute on important decisions.
• Help write and review the parent
involvement plans.
What can we as parents do in
the classroom?
• Talk with your child’s teacher
• Visit and see what the teacher
and students are doing
• Help with learning activities
• Attend the student/parents conference.
—Dr. Katie Haynes
To readers: Rainey’s Bulletin
would like to hear from other pastors
regarding the specific activities that
are related to how congregations are
increasing parental engagement. Your
related opinions are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor.
Also Pastor Rainey
serves as President of the Parent Support
For Education Council, Inc., and Chairman, JWB South County Community
Council, and may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net
Cell:
727/420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
1800 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the
(Resource Center), to the right and adjacent to Church. The community is welcome.
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ipridgen@theweeklychallenger.com
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Live, a Florida Main Street
community. Vendor booths
are still available at a low
rate of $60 for four weeks
(one month). Vendors are
required to register and
provide their own tent. To
become a vendor, or for
more information, please
contact Veatrice Farrell,
Deuces Live Main Street
Program,
deuceslivestetemainstreet@gmail.
com or 727-433-8237.
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DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Longtime educator dies

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Why do I need a budget?
Today’s column continues our series
of up-to-date tips and reports that will
help a family prepare a reasonable, affordable financial plan with a goal of
achieving financial freedom.
One of the first steps to financial freedom is planning and following through
on a budget, a personal spending plan.
Budgeting is about choices – choosing
how to make money and choosing how
to spend money. It can help you make the
most of your money and reach your financial goals. It is your personal strategy. Putting your budget down on paper helps
you see where you can improve and
make better financial decisions.
A budget is an effective way to start
taking control of your financial situation.
It provides a set-by-step plan for meeting
expenses in a given period of time. Following a budget helps you reduce the
anxiety of not knowing whether you have
enough money to pay bills when they are
due and gives you a sense of control over
your money, rather than letting money
have control over you. Budgeting helps
you build assets that will improve the
quality of life for you and your family.
How to budget – There are four
steps to preparing a budget:
1. Keep track of your daily spending.
2. Determine what your monthly income and expenses are the month before
they are due.
3. Find ways to decrease spending.
4. Find ways to increase income.
Step 1: Track daily spending – Do
you know where your money goes each
month? It is common for people to spend
all the money they make and not have
anything left over to save for their goals.
Many people say they do not have anything to show for their hard work at the
end of the month. How often have you
taken $20 out of the ATM and, at the end
of the day, not known where it all went?
If you want to be in control of your
money, you must understand where your
money goes. To help you, start writing
down what you spend your money on
each day.
Step 2: Determine income and
expenses – Income is money that comes
to you from: wages; public assistance (including food stamps); child support or alimony; interest and dividends; social
security; other sources, such as tips. In
tracking income and expenses, it’s helpful to create a monthly income and expense sheet. First, you’ll want to create an
income column where you will list
monthly income sources and income
amounts on the left side of the page.
Gross income is your total income with-

out deductions. Net income is gross income minus deductions such as Social
Security and other taxes. Next you’ll list
monthly expenses on the right side of the
page in your monthly expenses column.
There are two kinds of expenses:
fixed and flexible. Fixed expenses are
those with amounts that do not change
from month to month. You do not have
any control over how much you pay. Flexible expenses, on the other hand, are expenses with amounts that often change
from month to month. You sometimes
have control over how much you pay. An
example would be if you decide to raise
your thermometer during the summer to
save on cooling costs so that you will pay
less than you did the month before.
There are some expenses you have
some control over before the initial agreement. They become fixed expenses after
you have signed a contract. You want to
shop for the best value before committing
to the payments in choosing such items
as car payment and car insurance, loan
payments, health insurance, and day care
or elder care.
The other group of expenses on your
worksheet is your flexible expenses. Consider your needs versus your wants on
some items where you can cut expenses.
It’s important to put money in your savings account (pay yourself first). With
gasoline for your car, there are ways to
control costs such as conserving energy
by keeping your tires properly inflated
and observing the speed limit. Electricity
can be conserved by installing ceiling
fans. You can cut water costs by conserving energy by installing low-flow showerheads. Telephone expenses can be
reduced by eliminating extra services.
Food expenses can be reduced by shopping for items on sale and by using
coupons. For your budget worksheet you
will need to estimate the amount of flexible expenses you pay each month because you aren’t always sure what the
exact amount will be.
We’ll continue our discussion about
budgeting in the next column.
NHS is a 501(c) 3 non-profit HUDcertified housing counseling organization.
All services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Finance
Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development
and the City of St. Petersburg. Sources for
this article include Hands on Banking and
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation’s Money Smart.

FINANCIAL FREEDOM JUST AHEAD
Don’t make a wrong turn and miss the

FREE FINANCIAL FREEDOM
WORKSHOP
Presented by Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) at Childs Park YMCA
This 90 minute presentation is fast paced,
informative and beneficial. After attending
the event, you will be able to map out your
route to greater financial peace of mind.

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

STOPS ALONG THE WAY INCLUDE:
• Adjusting the budget for these troubling times
• Creative money saving tips
• Sensible couponing • Credit enhancement
WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2014
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
Please contact NHS at 727-821-6897 or
admin@nhsfl.org to register for the FREE workshop.

James Calvin Goss transcended this life
on Fri., March 28 with his wife, Sylvia E. Arnett-Goss, by his side.
Born in Orlando, Goss became widely
known for the formidable shooting prowess
of his left hand. He earned All State distinction in basketball for his 1950 – 52 seasons
at Jones High School in Orlando. And the
recognition continued through college,
where Goss received an athletic scholarship to Kentucky State University.
Following college graduation, Goss
played basketball for the U.S. Army Third
Division in Europe, where the team
achieved a 53-9 record. Once out of the
Army he began a career in education. He
taught at Pinellas High School and Clearwater High School, 16th Street Middle
School, Gibbs Junior College, which
merged into St. Petersburg Junior College.
Goss would ultimately be awarded a
doctorate degree, which served him well in
the capacity of vice president of Administration at St. Petersburg College where he
retired after many years of dedicated and
commendable service.
His church affiliation was with Mount
Zion United Methodist Church in Clearwater where he served on the Pastor Relations Committee for many years.
His social involvements extended to the
Pinellas County Florida Retirees Club and
his beloved Greek fraternity, Kappa Alpha
Psi, Inc.
A consummate family man, Goss is survived by his loving wife Sylvia, three adult

sons Johnny L. Arnett, Jr., Alonzo R. Arnett
(LaDonna) and Anthony D. Arnett. He also
acquired a Kentucky based host of adoring
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces,
nephews and their spouses and children.
He leaves to mourn his passing a host
of friends, relatives, neighbors and colleagues, as well as extended family, principally in Florida and Kentucky.
The memorial will take place at Mt. Zion
United Methodist Church, 825 Howard St.,
Clearwater, this Fri., April 4 from 6-8 p.m.
The funeral is in St. Petersburg the next
day, Sat., April 5, at McCabe United
Methodist Church, 2800 26th Ave. S., at
11 a.m.

Longtime St. Pete resident goes home
St. Petersburg native
Carrie Smith-Wimberly
passed away December 23, 2013.
Born April 25,
1925, SmithWimberly grew
up on Seventh
Avenue South
in St. Petersburg. She was
the wife of the
late Sam Wimberly and that
union produced
seven children.
She is survived
by one sister, Grace
L. Summers of St. Petersburg; her sons Vincent and Barry Luper of
Okla., son Martel Luper of St. Petersburg, son Bert Johnson of Tampa and
daughter Glamis Wimberly of Oldtown,
Fla. Two of her children preceded her in

death: Robert Lueallen
and Mary L. McClould of St. Petersburg.
While living
in St. Petersburg, SmithWimberly
attended
Friendship
Missionar y
B a p t i s t
Church and
was a Project
Playpen daycare provider.
She was an Eastern Star for over 65
years and was the
president of the Red Hat
Society in Chiefland, Fla.
She was laid to rest in
Chiefland, Fla. January 4. She leaves behind a host of grandchildren and greatgrandchildren to cherish her memory.

     
     

       
YOU ARE INVITED TO
A Source of All Comfort’s



Friday, April 11 at 7 PM
ENOCH DAVIS CENTER
1111 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL

DINNER! DANCING!
DOOR PRIZES! LOTS OF GOOD MUSIC!
Pre-paid tickets $20 • Tickets at the door $25
For more information or tickets call
Ronella at 727-323-7107
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Easter Eggtravaganza this Sunday
From EASTER , page 1

a milestone anniversary of
the event, Brown will bring
all the colorful eggs herself.
“The thing about it is
that when they all come together, it’s adults wanting
to help with the games and
ever ything,” she stated.
“It’s just family fun time.”
Brown has relatives
coming in from various
cities for the annual occurrence, like Ft. Lauderdale,
Pompano Beach, West
Palm Beach and even Atlanta.
“I think this one is
going to be a really big
one,” she noted, “because
ever yone
is
saying,
‘Twenty years? I’ve got to
be there!’ So it’s very exciting.”
The event, which is
now held annually at spacious city parks, has modest beginnings. When her
son was born, Brown explained, she started putting together cookouts,
which were around Easter
time.
“So I started hiding
eggs and inviting family
over and it became a oncea-year gathering at my
mom’s house,” she said.
“And then when I grew up

and moved out, I started
doing them at my home at
45th Street and 6th Avenue, and I would block off
the street, get the moonwalk for the kids, the PortA-Potties outside and we
would gather underneath
the big oak tree for the
barbecue. It just grew from
there.”
The event has become
an enormous hit with the
kids, said Brown, a dietary
manager who is a single
mother of two and a grandmother of three.
“All black kids don’t get
a chance to color eggs,”
Brown said. “I’m just going
to be real. But once I
started saying ‘let the kids
color the eggs and bring
them out,’ that was the
biggest hit.”
The Easter Extravaganza has often been held
at Dell Holmes Park as
well as Lake Maggiore,
which Brown explained,
“has all the trees that we
can hide the eggs behind.”
There is more shade at
Lake Maggiore, Brown
added, where this year’s
event will be.
Brown has a talent for
bringing people together,
as she often organizes

other family outings and
events, such as bowling or
kickball, and will be hosting her family reunion in
July. In her professional
life, she also arranges

      

many activities such as
potluck dinners for her
workmates.
“I guess it’s in my nature!” she
admitted,
laughing.

Brown added that her
credo is simple: “Live life
to the fullest because you
never know. I believe in
God first, family second
and living life to the

fullest.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Duke Energy focuses on minority diversity
From DUKE , page 1

in 2013 alone we spent $690
million with diverse contractors. Of that total, $260 million was with minorityowned firms and $113 million of that with African
American owned businesses. On the employee
level, we’re also proud of the
59 female diversity engineers in all our Delivery Operations groups.
“We’re also excited
about our employee resource groups. Advocates
for African Americans—
A³—was started by Duke
employees to focus on attracting, engaging and retaining African American
talent. One success is its
partnership with AABE
(American Association of
Blacks in Energy) with
whom we’re planning our
third annual Youth Energy
Academy, one in Pinellas
July 31 & Aug. 1, and the
second in Winter Garden,
Aug. 7 & 8. The first YEA in
September 2012, headed by
Michael Lewis, was a big
success.”
Looking at Duke’s
strong support of public and
technical education, Glenn
is personally committed.
“This is near and dear to
my heart,” he said. “Both
my wife and I are products
of public education, and our
three boys went to Perkins
Elementary,
Thurgood
Marshall Middle School and
St. Pete High School.”
Since 2011 Duke Energy
has donated $1 million to
education
in
Pinellas
County. Duke is partnering
with Superintendent Mike

Grego in helping fund the
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering Math)
Academy after-school programs in the 2013-14 school
year at 34 elementary and
18 middle schools. A majority are Title I schools with
the most needy students.
The program is taught by
certified Pinellas County
teachers, and we’re tracking
pre- and post-Academy success – improvement in math
skills and science progress.
“Our employees are
great volunteers. We’re
most proud of how they are
living this goal. We are partnering with Tyrone Middle
School where I mentored
about five years ago doing
an Executive Pass program
and mentoring students. We
also partnered with the
Urban League in a STREAM
program at Lakewood Elementary School that was
very successful. It’s good to
see Watson Haynes there as
CEO, and he is breathing a
lot of life and fresh energy
into the Urban League.”
“On the community
level, we play an active
role in charitable giving and
economic
development
through our Duke Energy
Foundation and volunteer
employee giving. Our Foundation is open to giving
grants to various institutions, and from our own
Florida operations budget
we support many various
charities. Since 2001, we
have given back to Pinellas
County alone over $21 million through the Foundation and our own employee

giving. We anticipate that to
continue as we move forward.
“As one example, our
community outreach project DO-IT! undertook improvements to an Adult
Technology Achievement
Center at PARC in Pinellas
County.”
PARC is an organization
that assists individuals with
developmental challenges.
The Foundation provided
$4,000 based on an Employee Resource Group
grant and two individual requests from officers. There
were 17 volunteers involved
in the renovation project,
working 23 hours over two
days. The work included
painting of the walls and ceiling tiles, relocation of tech
equipment, installation of
work surfaces, assembly of
bench seating, flooring demolition and installation of new
flooring. Work outside included renovating the bus
waiting area to include permanent seating and installation of ceiling fans under the
shelter.
“We were most appreciative of the plaque from
PARC for our work,” Glenn
said.
“We have been a proud
member of this community
for more than 100 years, not
only providing affordable,
reliable energy, but also in
helping drive our economy
– creating jobs and improving the quality of life. We’re
going to keep doing that
with a particular focus on
those who need it the most,”
finished Glenn.

Duke Energy & Urban League:
A long, strong partnership
BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributing Columnist

Watson Haynes will mark his second
year as CEO of the Pinellas County
Urban League in May and has been actively involved with the PCUL since it was
founded 37 years ago.
Going back to Andy Hines, president
of Duke Energy’s predecessor Florida
Power, the company and its leadership
have been strong supporters of our programs and long-time goals, Watson told
The Weekly Challenger.
“Duke Energy’s Gail Simpson is currently on our Board, and Florida President Alex Glenn has taken a lead role in
our partnership,” said Haynes.
“Now as head of Florida operations,
he has watched me over the years in the
community, and wants to do even more
constructive things with the Urban
League and help share the solving of the
many problems in our community. As an
example, he talks about his three boys
and how he and his wife could have afforded private schools but he wanted to
give them an education in our public
schools. They chose Perkins Elementary
in the heart of Midtown, and then Thurgood Marshall Middle School in Childs
Park, two of the most impoverished
neighborhoods in the city.
“With Duke Energy as a sponsor of
our annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Breakfast, Alex made some positive comments about the company’s continuing
support in the community. Alex told me
he was very impressed with the book
‘The State of Black America.’ He said
that’s the kind of things we need to be in
front of – a commitment of the heart and
not just the head.”
Haynes went on to say, “Our PCUL
was the only non-profit to partner with
TB Bank, Ceridian and Duke Energy to
develop a program with Lakewood Ele-

Duke's Alex Glenn with Lakewood
STREAM program kids. Photo: PCUL
mentary School to improve student
achievement in one of the area’s lowest
rated schools. The program focused on
STREAM — Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Attitude and Math. In
other elementary and middle schools it is
STEM, so this is STREAM into STEM.
One project was making rockets with science, with the kids developing a budget,
buying the supplies with fake dollars, and
building them. Duke was very supportive
and Alex took a personal interest, taking
several hours out of a busy schedule to
attend the Lakewood presentation at the
Science Center.”
Duke Energy’s newest commitment is
to the 2020 Plan. A few years ago, a local
group of activists analyzed the challenges
of south St Petersburg, one of the five
most impoverished areas in the community. The 2020 Plan’s key goal is to reduce
poverty by 30 percent with a five-year,
$170 million investment program. Fund
raising has begun and county and city officials are very supportive.
“Alex read the plan and told me that as
Duke was so involved in the community,
he wanted to invest in the 2020 Plan with
the Urban League going forward,” he said.
Haynes looks forward to his continuing partnership with Duke Energy and its
support not only from its leadership, but
also from its many employee volunteers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘A Youth Summit of HOPE’

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

LARGO — Audrey
“Pat” McGhee has a keen
vision for fashion and
beauty. As a model and
fashion designer, her
eyes are fixed to see the
best on the inside of a person and bring it forth on
the runway for others to
see. This gift also serves
well as a Delinquency Prevention Specialist for the
Department of Juvenile
Justice, Office of Prevention & Victim Services.
McGhee’s day is filled
with juveniles who have
great potential, but get
side tracked along the
way. Her heart burns for
the youth in the community and she sees a vision
of hope and it’s now.

The vision is that of
youth realizing their potential and being guided
toward that success.
The picture features
boys and men, girls and
women dialoging and
sharing each other life perspective.
“I really believe that for
the most part we have
good kids,” said McGhee.
“They sometimes go
astray and if we can redirect them to see the good
that is in them, then it can
become great for all of us.
We have to have people
who are willing to take a
few hours out of the life to
make a difference in the
life of someone else.”
Last week adults and
youth gathered at YMCA
of the Suncoast – Greater
Ridgecrest Branch in

Largo,
McGhee has teamed
up with the Department of
Juvenile Justice, Poynter,
Pathways 2 Success, Jam
Gives Hope, Boys & Girls
Club of the Suncoast and
the YMCA to present “It’s
all about the YOUTH Summit of HOPE.”
The summit was designed to bring awareness
to the importance of mentoring by giving back to
the youth of Pinellas
County. At the summit,
mentors from the community partnered with the
youth to have conversations, build relationships,
inspire, coach and affirm
mentoring matters.
There is potential to
make a difference in the
lives of today’s youth.

FREE SUMMER CAMP
Happy Workers Learning Center
CAMP ACTIVITIES
INCLUDES:
Summer Bridges
Educational Program,
Cultural Arts,
Swimming Lessons,
Old McMickey Farm,
Computer Time and
a host of other
activities.
BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& SNACK PROVIDED
Fieldtrips EVERY Friday

IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Grades: Kindergarten - 2nd Grade
Camp Dates: Mon., June 9 - Thurs., Aug. 14, 2014
Time: 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Parents that are interested can pick up an application from
Happy Workers Learning Center, 920 19th St. S., St. Petersburg
Between the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Parents must aend a Financial Literacy Workshop oﬀered by
United Way and pay a $25 registration fee per child.
If you have any questions, call the center at 727-894-5337.






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 




    
   










 
 










 



Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Science Rocks the Park
ST. PETERSBURG —
While the weather was a little questionable, Tyrone
Middle School teacher
Veronica James and her
group were able to make
kids ages two to 82 very
happy Sat., March 29 at the
Science Rocks the Park
event located in Campbell
Park.
The event was equipped
with robotics, volcanoes,
slime, foam, DNA experiments and something
made with dry ice that created massive bubbles. With
all the fun, the children didn’t realize that they were
learning science, and on a
Saturday.

James has been a
fixture in Pinellas County
classrooms since 1994;
for 20 years she has strived
and succeeded at using the
essential ingredients necessary in transforming young
students into productive,
responsible citizens.
If you missed the event,
you can always pick up her
new book called “Words for
life: Ms. James’ pocket wisdom” available locally at
Reader’s Choice Book Store
at 4341 34th St. S., or log
onto
www.Amazon.com,
thirtydays.webs.com
or
contact her directly at
DreamMakersda@gmail.com

CON N ECT
WITH US!

“Concert Under The Stars”
Saturday, May 3 at 5 p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Greater Light A.M.E. Zion Church
1400 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. (9th) S.,
St. Petersburg, FL
727-543-2648




Rev. Bessie L. Mohead, Pastor
We invite all venues of praise (musical, poetry,
dancing, mime, comedy, step) for our Lord and
Savior, Jesus the Christ to come and participate
in this outdoor praise party.
Two vacant lots to be used for the
Glory and Honor of God. Free will offering.

   





  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)

Vitu (V-too)

727-244-2940

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)

20% OFF
ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
(Offer expires May 6, 2014)
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Terry T. Harris performing at
the Palladium
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Sistahs of Compassion
2nd Annual Dinner Cruise
Color Me Royalty! A Dress to Impress Affairs!

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2014
StarLite Sapphire
Dining Yacht
Private Charter
Event
Music provided by

DJ BAKE
Elegant 4 course dinner service with an individual choice of
10 entrees prepared on board and served to your table. Full
cocktail service available. Chance to win nice raffle prizes!

3400 Pasadena Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Corey Causeway, St. Pete Beach area
Boards promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Cruising 7:30 p.m. — 2.5 to 3 hours

Donation $65.00 per person
*Register/Payment by April 18th
Purchase ticket 3 options:
1. Phone: Office 727-362-8935; Cellular 727-455-7827
2. Mail: Sistahs of Compassion SCS, Inc.
P.O. Box 12253, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
3. PayPal: www.sistahsofcompassion.org/store/p3Dinner_Cruise_tickets.html
*If you’re unable to attend, donations of any amount are greatly appreciated!
A portion of proceeds benefit Sistahs of Compassion Supporting Cancer Survivors, Inc.
A Florida certified non-profit 501c3 organization.

ST. PETERSBURG -- A
clean stand-up comedy act
while supporting the
troops is what Terry T.
Harris will bring to the
17th Annual Birthday
Bash for Too Smooth Entertainment, Inc. It will be
recorded live to DVD this
Sat., April 5 at the Palladium Theatre, 235 5th
Ave. N. Doors open at
7 p.m.
Born in Jacksonville,
Harris honed his comedic
skills while serving in the
Air Force, retiring as a
Chief Master Sergeant.
Currently serving in the
National Guard, he promises to make you laugh
with only clean family-oriented comedy.
For 12 years now, Harris has been making people laugh. You might
recognize him from performing on BET's “Comic
View.”
“I moved from being a
class clown type of dude to
doing open mic night,”
Harris said.
He was encouraged to
do comedy and entered
and won first place in the
Budweiser’s Florida Fun-

niest contest held in Orlando. Harris is proud that
he won even though he
was the cleanest act on
stage. And that’s what he
plans to bring to the Too
Smooth's Birthday Bash.
“My co-workers basically inspired me to get
into comedy, and of
course, Richard Pryor
and Eddie Murphy gave
me some inspiration too.
I’m currently working on
some independent films
and I’ve shot a couple of
television pilots. For Too
Smooth's birthday celebration, I am going to do a
surprise by playing it by
ear and let the work begin
on Saturday night.”
In addition to performing stand-up comedy and
actively serving in the
Guard, Harris finds time
to perform community
service, which includes
performing for the troops.
“I work for different
foundations and have performed for our troops
serving in Afghanistan
and Iraq,” Harris stated. “I
think it's important to perform this service because
of our troops and what
they do for us. I don't
count it robbery to perform for my brothers and

Terry T. Harris
comrades.”
If you don’t feel like
driving across the bridge
to be a part of the live
recording April 4 at Mojito’s in Tampa, BET stars
Terry Harris, K Dubb,
Barbara Carlyle, Dr. Foolish and T-Ray will be
recording “I Can't Stop
Laughing” live Sat., April 5
at the Palladium Theatre
right downtown St. Pete at
235 5th Ave. N. Doors
open at 7 p.m.
See ad below.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘The road weeps, the well runs dry’ now playing at USF
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The University of South
Florida production of Marcus Gardley’s acclaimed
play “The road weeps, the
well runs dry” opens in Theater 2 at the Tampa campus
April. 3-13.
The work focuses on a
community of Seminoles of
African and Native-American heritage that have migrated from Florida to Okla.
to incorporate America’s
first all-black town in Wewoka, Okla. But when the
well water runs dry in this
town, the identity and faith
of the self-proclaimed Freedmen are put to the test.
The first act of “The road
weeps, the well runs dry,” a
work based on historical
fact, takes place before the
Civil War in Wewoka while
the second act follows the
war.
USF in Tampa is one of a
few select theaters in the entire country to present “The
road weeps, the well runs
dry.”
“This is an amazing project – Launching New Plays
– spearheaded by the Lark
Play Development Center in
New York,” said Amanda
Clark, Marketing Coordinator at the USF School of
Theater and Dance. “The
Lark received a grant from
the Mellon Foundation to
take three plays from three
playwrights that resonated
with issues that we struggle
with and themes that were
worthy of being talked about
on a national stage.”

Clark noted that the theaters were chosen by the
Lark and includes the Perseverance in Alaska, the Pillsbury House in Minnesota,
the Los Angeles Theatre
Center in California and the
University of South Florida
in Florida.
“We met, we discussed
and talked about the themes
of this play and how to tackle
it,” Clark explained. “Then
our community of theaters
reached out into their own
hometown
communities
and invited people to come
and hear this beautiful play
and discuss identity, history,
family, and religion. From
out of those hometown discussions grew our community partners, those who
helped us and supported
this project along the way.
And our original theatrical
community flew all over the
county to watch each other’s
productions and talk about
how this project has touched
each place.”
USF will host many
guest artists and storytellers
before each production to
enrich the audience’s experience, along with post-performance discussions to talk
about the play. Some members of these panels include
Bobby
Henry
(Seminole Tribe Respected
Elder of the Tampa Community), Herbert Jim (Seminole Tribe Storyteller and
Cultural Coordinator for the
Tampa
Community)
and Sybil Barnes, African
American Florida storyteller.
Marcus Gardley, a poetplaywright, is a teacher and

specifically requested that a
university be one of the partners in this cycle, and USF is
proud to have filled that role,
Clark said. Gardley was
awarded
the
2011
PEN/Laura Pels award for
Mid-Career Playwright. Another of his plays, “Every
Tongue Confess,” was nominated for the Steinberg
New Play Award, the
Charles MacArthur Award
and was a recipient of the
Edgerton Foundation New
Play Award. “The road
weeps, the well runs dry” is
the second installment in a
trilogy about the migration
of black Seminoles.
USF professor Fanni
Green, the play’s director,
has said that the “beauty and
the opportunity of directing
‘the road weeps, the well
runs dry’ with our students
is about transformation, education and community. We
teach that acting is transformation – slipping into the
skins of others; our teaching
practice is that the task of recreating human experience
is to educate ourselves
about the truths of others.
Of which we become joint
heirs to building community.”
St. Pete native Green,
who is a playwright herself,
has
had
her
works “Tillers” and “The
Gilded Sixpence” produced
at the New York Theatre
Workshop and the Ensemble Studio Theatre in New
York.
“Our production is a cast
of local actors, student and
professional actors,” Clark
said. “Perri Gaffney, who

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!






 

 
 
 



  
 
   
  




Fanni Green

plays Half George, was in
the original production in
Alaska and we brought her
in to play Half George in our
production as well!”
Clark said that the play is
based in magical realism
and feels it is a very accessible, human story about family and love at its heart.
“These people have
walked the Trail of Tears to
found a town of their own,”
she explained. “And like all
communities there are first
loves and old grudges and
fighting and laughing and
children being born – and
singing. At its heart, there
are two families within this
community whose patriarchs are entangled and at
odds. Their children find
each other and fall in love
and all events lead from
there.”
For box office hours,
location and other ticketing
information
visit
boxoffice.arts.usf.edu or
call (813) 974-2323.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 





   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for April
Apr. 4 - Business Meeting
at 7 p.m.
Apr. 5 - General Mission
at 10 a.m.

Apr. 11 - Health Care Ministry CPR Class
Apr. 13 - Palm Sunday
Apr. 19 - Resurrection
Dramatization
Apr. 20 - Resurrection
/Easter Sunday
Apr. 26 - Mission Awards
Luncheon
Apr. 27 - Mission Recognition Sunday
Apr. 28 - PIZZA Ministr
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Min-

Friendship MBC
istry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark you calendar
Wed., April 16 at 7 p.m.:
Wednesday Night Living In
Victory Everyday (L.I.V.E.).
Pastor Evans has designed
L.I.V.E. fellowship for everyone
in the community. This fellowship plan encourages us to develop and commit a greater
understanding of HIS word, in
our lives and to help us to live
in closer oneness with HIM.
FMBC family is looking for-

ward to seeing you. The Family and Friends Love Fellowship Dinner will be served
afterwards.
Sun., April 20 at 6: 45 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., and 10 a.m.: “Let’s
Just Praise The Lord” - Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. FMBC offers several
combinations to worship with
us. Celebration of our Risen
Lord and Saviour Jesus The
Christ at 6:45 a.m. Drama Ministry Presentation at 8:45 a.m.
Mid- Morning Worship Experience at 10 a.m. The Lily Memorial Ministry - Lilies at the
Altar proffer has commenced.
Please contact Sister Bessie
Davenport, LMM Coordinator,
contact number - Church office: 727.906.8300.
Have you found the key? If

you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship
experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, invites you to come
and share in the study of God’s
word - The Gospel of Mark BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As You Walk With The
Master Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Did you celebrate Woman’s History Month?
All over our Nation
Women are celebrated during
the month of March but
should also be celebrated
every day. Here in Sunny St.
Pete, the City of Churches and
even more so in the valley of
Churches [Midtown area]
have a lot of reasons to march
out every day celebrating
women.
A few being: Celebrating
the woman’s womb that was
designed by God to be the
Matrix for everyone who is
fully human to leave His heart
and enter into the earthly
realm. Mary, a 14 year old girl
was highly favored of God to
give birth to His Son. Once
she clearly understood how
this was to happen to her
(being a virgin) she simply
said: “let it be to me according
to Your Word.” She allowed
God to use her womb to fulfill
His purpose in the earth so
that His Word and the Light of
the world could appear in the
flesh and walk among us
[Matthew 1:26-38].
Mothers are also the first
teachers of ever yone who is
fully human. Her nurturing
from conception along with
the lessons she teaches her
babies the first seven years
of their life will frame their
perceptions, morals and
make them capable of appreciating their value. Also, their
character and personality will
be formed. A father demonstrating his respect and love
for his child and their mother
contributes as much and
sometimes more-to a child’s
development as the mother
does. Together, they set
boundaries that determine

the child’s freedom built
upon a strong foundation for
Daddy’s girl and Mama’s little lady.
Celebrate the strength
and character of women along
with their wisdom and
courage: Esther’s family was a
victim of gentrification. She
became an orphan after her
mother and father died. Never
the less, her uncle celebrated
her and adopted her during
the time when their people
were being oppressed. She
was not afraid to confront the
King, putting her life at risk in
order to save her people from
oppression [Esther 2-3].
Celebrate women who
have been qualified and ordained by God to teach Kings,
Priests and Prophets: Huldah
owned a school of Prophets
under the old covenant. Her
husband was the King’s butler; the keeper of his clothes
but she lived in Jerusalem, in
a new house. She was a
benchmark of things to come
with the new and better
Covenant. When the King
wanted to rebuild the Temple
of God, he commanded the
Priest to go and inquire of the
LORD if the book he had
found was authentic, for the
wrath of the LORD burned
against their city as their fathers had not listened nor
obeyed the words of that
book. They in return were
sent to speak to Huldah the
Prophet [ess].
She said to them to go
back and tell the King indeed
they were the words of God
and also if they do not repent
evil will come upon the entire
city of Judah and everyone

who lived there. So they took
her answer back to the King.
He called all the elders, the
everyday people, the priest
and the prophets to hear the
reading of God’s book that
had been found in the temple
ruins. They all repented and
the King made a covenant before the LORD to keep His
commandments, testimonies
and His statutes with all his
heart and soul and enforce the
words of God’s covenant that
were written in this book. And
all the people also entered into
the covenant and God’s wrath
was withheld. And they successfully rebuild the Temple
[2 Kings 22-23].
Celebrate women during
and outside of women's history month because we are
not what we weigh. The label
on our clothes, our past, how
many alphabets behind our
name nor the color of our
skin. Listen up! God wants
His daughters well so that
false prophets will stop heaping upon themselves a house
full of ‘silly women’ who subjugate themselves to subtle influences and blatant lies
which hold many women who
are laden with a sin captive
[Jeremiah 6:14; Jeremiah
8:11;2 Timothy 3:6].
Most of all women need to
celebrate women by conquering the vivid and violent battlegrounds within their mind.
Jesus died for women too. Accept Him as your Savior. Celebrate yourself as an original
and not a cheap copy of who
others desire you to be. Experience the manifestation of the
riches of God’s glory which is
in you! [Colossians 1:27]
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